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Soviets by members of the Esthonian Mission which had come to
Petrograd to negotiate peace before Yudenitch attacked. It was
being sent abroad by them into Finland, and when the peace
treaty had been signed they would pay for it with several train-
loads of food. I also learned that when the loading was completed
the wagons were to be padlocked and made fast against unauthorized
intruders with the diplomatic seals of the Mission. The man who
told me all this was attached to the Mission and it was he who was
to be responsible for fixing the seals,
It was much too risky for me to carry out the plan myself3 but
I told my idea to Vlassieff, who agreed to undertake the job with
the assistance of another former Counter-Espionage man named
Bruni. When the Esthonian went to affix his seals they waylaid
him, knocked him out, took his place as seal-fixers, and carefully
sealed the wrong train. Soon afterwards the train-load of antique
furniture went off to Luga to the Fifteenth Army,, whose confidence
in Trotsky must have been sadly shaken when they undid die
wagon-doors and found Louis Quinze chairs and bedsteads instead
of the cars they had expected, while the internationally famous
antique dealer who had travelled from America to meet the treasure
train in Finland must have used some pretty old-fashioned language
when he undid the diplomatic seals and found Ms cargo of old iron.
So disorganized was Bolshevik rail transport generally and
especially during the upset which had just been taking place around
Petrograd, that this exploit might have gone down in the records
merely as another mistake of the railway officials, but for the tender-
heartedness of Vlassieff and Bruni in dealing with the Esthonian.
They had left him locked up in a shed after knocking him uncon-
scious. When the job was done they returned to the shed to restore
the sealing equipment to his possession. This was according to plan.
They had given him a whiff of chloroform which Brani had collected
somewhere. As it happened, the trains were pulled out so quickly
after the sealing was done that they were gone before the Esthonian
recovered consciousness, and the poor man was so scared that he
said nothing about the incident until the Cheka inquiry compelled
him to relate what had happened to him. Even so, the whole
exploit was put down to the machinations of unknown White agents,
and that might have been the end of it so far as we were concerned,
but for a stupid act by Bruni. To make the Esthonian believe he had
been attacked by robbers, Bruni had taken away the man's watch.
Unable to resist the opportunity of obtaining some delicacy
which he would not otherwise have been able to afford, he bartered
away the Esthonian's watch in one of the illegal food markets to
a "bagman" he knew. The watch fell into the hands of the Ghekas